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IMAGES IN  DERMATOLOGY

Oral Lesions as the Only Manifestation of Secondary

Syphilis�

Lesiones  orales  como  única manifestación  de sífilis  secundaria
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A  26-year-old  man with  a  history  of  risky  sexual  behav-
ior with  men  was  seen at  the emergency  department  for
odynophagia  and dysphagia  that appeared  2  months  ear-
lier  and  progressively  worsened.  He  had  no  other  lesions  of
the  skin  or mucosa  or  associated  systemic  manifestations.  A
physical  examination  revealed  whitish  verrucous  plaques  on
the  tonsils,  soft  palate,  uvula,  and  the dorsum  of  the  tongue
(Fig.  1), associated  with  bilateral  mobile  cervical  lym-
phadenopathy.  Luetic  serology  was  positive  (rapid  plasma
reagin,  1:16;  fluorescent  treponemal  antibody,  positive).
Blood  tests  for  human  immunodeficiency  virus  and  hepati-
tis  C  virus  were negative.  A tonsil  biopsy  showed  acanthosis
with  lymphoplasmacytic  infiltration  of the chorion  and neu-
trophil  exocytosis.  Anti-Treponema  immunohistochemistry
revealed  abundant  spirochetes  between  the  keratinocytes
of  the  mucosa.  Spirochetes  located  close  to the  superficial
vessels  were  observed  in  tissue  stained  with  Warthin  Starry
stain.  Based  on these data,  the patient  was  diagnosed  with
syphilis  and  was  treated  with  intramuscular  penicillin  G  ben-
zathine  (2.4  million  IU).  Clinical  improvement  was  observed
after  2 weeks  of treatment.

Syphilis  is  a sexually  transmitted  disease  caused  by  Tre-

ponema  pallidum.  The  secondary  form  can  produce  very
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Figure  1

varied  mucocutaneous  signs  and  is  the stage  during  which
oral  lesions  have  been  most  frequently  described.  Cases
in  which  isolated  oral lesions  constitute  the only  clinical
manifestation  of  the  disease  are rare.  Given  the increasing
incidence  of  this disease  in recent  years,  such cases  pose  a
serious  diagnostic  challenge.
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