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Mask-like Metastases: Skin
Metastases With  a Very Poor
Prognosis�

Metástasis en antifaz,  letálides  de pronóstico
nefasto

To the  Editor

Skin  metastases  are  relatively  rare,  with  an  incidence  of less
than  1%  among  patients  with  visceral  neoplasms.1 However,
this  rate  increases  to  24%  in patients  in whom  the  primary
tumor  is  a  breast  cancer.2 Clinical  suspicion  of  metastases
is  usually  based  on  the  previous  existence  of  a malignant
primary  tumor,  although  a  third  of  skin  metastases  are dis-
covered  before  the primary  tumor.3 Immunohistochemistry
is  a  fundamental  technique  to  establish  the connection  with
the  tumor  of  origin,  and  a number  of  diagnostic  algorithms
have  been  developed  to  identify  this connection.4

We  present  the  case  of  a  55-year-old  woman  diagnosed
with  lobular  breast  carcinoma  15  years  earlier.  The  patient
was  referred  to  our  unit  for a  1-year  history  of  lesions  that
had  arisen  in  the  cervical  region  and that  had extended  to
the  upper  third of  the back  and  chest.  Physical  examina-
tion  revealed  hard,  well-defined,  edematous,  erythematous
papules  and  plaques  in the posterior  cervical  region  (Fig.  1),
and  localized  erythema  of  all  4  eyelids  that  infiltrated  to  the
deeper  planes  and interfered  with  eye  opening  (Fig.  2A)  and
closure  (Fig.  2B).

At  the  time  of  consultation,  the  patient’s  tumor  was
stage  IVB,  with  uterine  and  gastric  metastases  that  had
been  treated  surgically.  She had  received  multiple  cycles
of  chemotherapy  and  radiotherapy,  and  continued  on treat-
ment  with  letrozole.

Histology  of all  the  biopsies  performed  showed  a der-
mal  infiltrate  of  anaplastic  cells  arranged  in cords  (Fig.  3A).
The  cells  were  positive  for GCDFP-15  stain  (Fig.  3B),  weakly
positive  for  estrogen  and  progesterone  receptors,  negative
for  her2,  and  had  a  Ki67  proliferation  index of 20%.  A fur-
ther  cycle  of  chemotherapy  was  therefore  administered  with
capecitabine,  2 g/d,  but  the  patient  died  2 months  after
starting  the  treatment.

Figure  2 Erythema  and infiltration  of the 4  eyelids  interfered  with  eye  opening  (A)  and closure  (B).
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Figure  1 Hard,  nonulcerated,  erythematous  and  edematous

plaques in the  posterior  cervical  region.

Skin metastases  are a very  rare  cause  of  eyelid  tumors,
accounting  for  less  than  1% of malignant  lesions  of  the
eyelids.5 Three  clinical  forms  have  been  described:  the
nodular  form, which  is  the  most  common  and  is  character-
ized  by  painless  subcutaneous  nodules  that  can  be confused
clinically  with  a  chalazion6;  the diffuse  inflammatory  pat-
tern,  with  a morpheaform  appearance,  as  in our  case;  and
the ulcerated  form,  in which  histology  reveals  an infiltrate
that  extends  beyond  the dermis  into  the epidermis.

The  other  structures  of  the  orbit  can  be affected  in any
case,7 and  imaging  studies  or  ophthalmologic  examination  is
therefore  recommended.  In  our  patient,  we  observed  diffuse
hyperechoic  retroocular  images  that  surrounded  the optic
nerves,  suggestive  of metastatic  infiltration.

Recently,  Martorell-Calatayud  et al.8 reported  2  cases
similar  to  ours,  with  bilateral  eyelid  metastases,  and  they
gathered  11  previously  published  cases.  In  9 of  those
cases,  the primary  neoplasm  was  a  breast  carcinoma  and
in the remaining  2  it was  a  gastric  adenocarcinoma.  Skin
metastases  affecting  all  4  eyelids are  very  rare.  They  are
associated  with  long-standing  breast  carcinoma  and  indi-
cate  systemic  spread  of the neoplastic  disease.  In  addition
to  the  previously  mentioned  gastric  and uterine  metas-
tases,  subsequent  imaging  studies  in our  patient  revealed
rectal  involvement,  peritoneal  carcinomatosis,  bone  metas-
tases,  and  metastases  in the  posterior  region  of  the
orbit.
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Figure  3  A, Histology  showing  a  dermal  infiltrate  of  cords

of cells  from  a  lobular  breast  adenocarcinoma.  Hematoxylin

and  eosin,  original  magnification  ×20.  B,  Immunohistochemistry

showing  groups  of  cells  positive  for  GCDFP-15,  indicating  an

origin in  breast  tissue.  Original  magnification  ×20.

It is  currently  thought  that  the  increase  in  the inci-
dence  of  metastases  at these  particular  sites  is  due  to
the  increased  survival  of  cancer  patients.9 In conclusion,
in  our  patient  with  a  15-year  history  of  malignant  disease,

the  administration  of  multiple  cycles  of  chemotherapy  was
interpreted  as  a factor  that  favored  the  appearance  of  this
rare  type  of  metastasis.
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Pembrolizumab: a New Drug
That Can Induce Exacerbations
of  Psoriasis�

Pembrolizumab, un nuevo fármaco  capaz  de
inducir un brote psoriasis

To  the  Editor:

Pembrolizumab  is  a monoclonal  antibody  that  belongs  to  a
group  of new antitumor  drugs  that  stimulate  the immune
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system.  These  drugs  act  by  blocking  key  steps  in  the
immune  cascade.  Specifically,  pembrolizumab  blocks  the
programmed  cell  death  receptor  (PD-1)  whose  function
is  to  induce  T-cell  apoptosis,  preventing  excessive  pro-
liferation  and  function;  this  inhibition  therefore  leads  to
stimulation  of  the immune  response.1 A number  of can-
cers,  including  melanoma  and  lung, kidney,  and  breast
cancer,  can present  overexpression  of  PD-1  ligand  (PD-L1)
by  the tumor  cells  as  a  mechanism  of  immune  evasion.
Blockade  of  the PD-1  receptor  would  help  to  end  this
evasion.2,3

We  present  the  case  of  a 67-year-old  man with  a history
of  myocardial  infarction  and  cerebellar  stroke,  diagnosed  3
months  earlier  with  metastatic  adenocarcinoma  of the  lung
with  PD-L1  expression  in more  than 5% of  tumor  cells,  mea-
sured  immunohistochemically.  The  patient  was  referred  to
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