CASE AND RESEARCH LETTERS

623

Prevalence of Syphilis in )
Children Adopted From Russia®

Prevalencia de sifilis en nifios adoptados de
Rusia

To the Editor:

The rapid social, political, and economic transformations
in Russia after the break-up of the Soviet Union led to a
change in the traditional approach to sexual habits and
values among the population. This was accompanied by a
deterioration in the public health service, including preven-
tion and control of sexually transmitted infections, which
led to a dramatic increase in the frequency of syphilis.’
This increase was so pronounced that in 1996, the rate
(254.2 cases per 100000 inhabitants) was 48 times greater
than in 1989. The disease mainly affected young women,
and the number of reported cases of congenital syphilis
multiplied 26-fold during the period 1991-1999 (from 8.04
per 100000 to 209 per 100000).2* Rates have fallen since
then,*? although the incidence has remained high (56.7 per
100000 in 2005; 30.5 per 100000 in 2010; 23.6 per 100000
in 2015) (Fig. 1).

Russia is a key country for international adoption in
Spain.® In the present investigation, we analyzed a cohort of
children adopted from Russia to determine the prevalence
of active maternal syphilis during pregnancy, congenital
syphilis in children, and the results of serology testing for
syphilis after arrival in Spain.

A total of 450 children adopted from Russia were studied
after their arrival in Spain during the period 2000-2017 at
the Center for Pediatrics and International Adoption (Cen-
tro de Pediatria y Adopcion Internacional) in Zaragoza. The
mean (SD) age was 31.3 (18.3) months, and 62.2% were boys.
Similarly, we evaluated the preadoption medical reports
from Russia. It is important to remember that the absence
of a history of syphilis in the preadoption medical report
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does not rule the disease out.® In line with the state consen-
sus document on the basic medical evaluation of children
adopted from overseas, all of the children underwent serol-
ogy testing for syphilis (rapid plasma reagin or venereal
disease research laboratory test). If the reagin tests are
positive, then a treponema-specific test (fluorescent tre-
ponemal antibody absorption) is necessary for confirmation.
This test is also performed in all children aged under 1year
when there is high clinical suspicion or confirmation that the
biological mother had syphilis.”

Evaluation of preadoption medical reports revealed that
at least 16% (n=72) of the biological mothers had active
syphilis during pregnancy and that at least 32% (n=23) of
children of a mother with active syphilis had congenital
syphilis. The sensorineural and physical examination the
children underwent after arrival did not reveal lesions or
stigmata that are characteristic of the disease in any cases,
and the syphilis serology test result was negative in all
cases. A treponema-specific test performed in 5children
aged <1year whose mothers had confirmed syphilis yielded
a negative result.

Epidemiological and clinical studies performed by the
Congenital Syphilis Investigation Team (CSIT) of the Russian
Ministry of Health reported that in Russian pregnant women
with active syphilis, between 25% and 64% had a newborn
with congenital syphilis. They also found that in the case of
pregnant women who did not undergo medical check-ups for
their pregnancy or who had their first check-up late (>28
weeks) and did not receive treatment or received insuffi-
cient treatment or did not complete treatment, the risk of
congenital syphilis in the newborn was as high as 86%.%° In
Russia, appropriate treatment of primary, secondary, and all
forms of latent syphilis during pregnancy comprises admin-
istration of long-acting penicillin G benzathine, as well as
daily administration of short-acting penicillin G procaine.
Either of these 2 therapy regimens must be completed at
least 30 days before delivery. The regulations stipulate that
only dermatologists and venereologists are authorized to
treat pregnant women infected by syphilis, although, as a
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Incidence of syphilis in Russia (1995-2015). Source: Federal Statistics Service of the Russian Federation: Available at:

https://www.gks.ru.

* Please cite this article as: Olivan-Gonzalvo G. Prevalencia de sifilis en nifios adoptados de Rusia. Actas Dermosifiliogr. 2020;111:623-624.
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result of the recommendations of the CSIT, national policy
is beginning to be reformed.® For a child to be diagnosed
with congenital syphilis in Russia, he/she must have clinical
symptoms or persistent serological abnormalities. Accord-
ing to the CSIT, these requirements may lead the frequency
of the disease to be underestimated, since they do not
consider asymptomatic children, i.e., the majority, to be
probable cases. Most of these children were born to moth-
ers with untreated or inadequately treated syphilis. In any
case, health care policy stipulates that the children must
receive preventive treatment with penicillin.®?

The prevalence of early and late congenital syphilis in
children adopted from Russia is lower than 0.05%,'° thus
indicating that they are well diagnosed, treated, and fol-
lowed up in their country of origin. In any case, despite
this low prevalence, we consider it important to continue
screening for syphilis after the child’s arrival in the country
of adoption.
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Lipschiitz Ulcer: An Acute
Noninfectious Genital Ulcer to
Bear in Mind in Adult Women™

uuuuuu

Ulcera de Lipschiitz. Una tlcera genital aguda
no infecciosa para tener en cuenta en mujeres
adultas

To the Editor

Genital ulcer is a common presenting complaint in clinical
practice and may cause considerable anxiety for patients
and their families." Its etiology is diverse and includes infec-
tion, inflammation, drugs, injury, and tumors, and diagnosis
may prove challenging.? Lipschiitz ulcer is an acute nonin-
fectious genital ulcer that has traditionally been reported
in girls who have not yet started having sexual relations,?
although it may be a frequent cause of genital ulcer in sex-

* Please cite this article as: Morgado-Carrasco D, Bosch-Amate X,
Fusta-Novell X, Giavedoni P. Ulcera de Lipschiitz. una lcera genital
aguda no infecciosa para tener en cuenta en mujeres adultas. Actas
Dermosifiliogr. 2020;111:624-626.

ually active adult women." We report the case of a young
woman with Lipschiitz ulcer.

The patient was a 21-year-old woman with no history of
disease and an active sex life who came to the emergency
department with a 1-week history of very painful genital
ulcers. She also reported odynophagia and fever during the
previous 3 days. She denied having had sexual relations
during the previous 2 months or having taken medication.
Physical examination revealed fever (axillary temperature,
37.5°c), painful cervical lymph nodes, and pharyngeal ery-
thema. We observed marked edema of the labia majora and
multiple round ulcers with a fibrin base and grayish halo dis-
tributed symmetrically on both sides of the vulva (Fig. 1).
Cultures taken from the pharynx and the genital ulcers and
serology for Epstein-Barr virus (EBV), including heterophile
antibody agglutination testing and IgM and IgG testing were
negative. Negative results were also recorded in serol-
ogy testing for cytomegalovirus, Mycoplasma pneumoniae,
syphilis, and HIV, as well as in the polymerase chain reaction
(PCR) assay of the sample of the ulcer for herpesvirus types
1 and 2, Treponema pallidum, venereal lymphogranuloma,
Chlamydia trachomatis (serotypes D-K), and Haemophilus
ducreyi. PCR was not performed for influenza virus or other
respiratory viruses. The patient was treated with ibuprofen
400 mg every 8 hours for 4 days, eau de Goulard dressings,
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