
CASE  AND  RESEARCH  LETTERS  685

Table  1  Patch  Test  Results.

48  h  96  h

GEIDACa standard  series  −  −

MartiTor  (meth)acrylate  series

2-hydroxyethyl  methacrylate  1%  pet  −  +

2-hydroxyethyl  acrylate  0.1%  pet  ++  ++

2-hydroxypropyl  methacrylate  2%  pet  +  ++

Bisphenol  A methacrylate  2% pet  −  −

Butyl acrylate  0.1%  pet −  −

Ethylene  glycol  dimethacrylate  2% pet

Methyl methacrylate  2% pet −  −

Triethylene  glycol  dimethacrylate  2% pet  −  −

Ethyl acrylate  0.1%  pet  +  ++

Ethyl cyanoacrylate  10%  pet  −  −

Ethyl methacrylate  2%  pet −  −

Tetrahydrofurfuryl  methacrylate  2%  pet +  +

Abbreviation: Pet, petrolatum.
a Spanish Contact Dermatitis and Skin Allergy Research Group.

toid,  erythematous-vesicular,  or  urticarial  lesions  appear  on
the  periphery  of  and  at a  distance  from  the area of  the
original  contact.  Histopathology  findings  are nonspecific.
Spongiosis  and  exocytosis  are  common  findings,  although
vacuolar  degeneration  of the  basement  membrane  or  epi-
dermal  necrolysis  is  more  unusual.3

Acrylate-induced  allergic  contact  dermatitis  usually
manifests  as  eczematous  dermatitis  on  the  hands  or  fin-
gertip  dermatitis  in patients  who  handle  acrylates  in  the
workplace.4---6 To  date,  only 1  case  of acrylate-induced  ery-
thema  multiforme  contact  dermatitis  has  been reported.
The  patient  developed  large  blisters  with  skin  detachment
indicative  of  progress  to  toxic  epidermal  necrolysis.

We  present  a case  of  acrylate-induced  allergic  contact
dermatitis  after  accidental  workplace  exposure  to  printing
ink.  The  case is  interesting  because  of  the  curious  nature
of  the  presentation.  We  wish  to highlight  the importance

of  protective  measures  in  industries  where  workers  are
required  to  handle  acrylates.  Workers  should  be aware  that
they  are handling  potent  sensitizers  that  can  lead  to  occu-
pational  disability.
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Diffuse Systemic Large B-Cell
Lymphoma With Secondary Skin
Involvement�

Linfoma  B difuso de células grandes sistémico
con afectación cutánea  secundaria

To  the  Editor:

Diffuse  large  B-cell  lymphoma  (DLBCL)  is  the most com-
mon  type  of  systemic  lymphoma  and accounts  for  40%  of  all

� Please cite this article as: Lloret-Ruiz C, Molés-Poveda P,

Barrado-Solís N,  Gimeno-Carpio E. Linfoma B difuso de células

grandes sistémico con afectación cutánea secundaria. Actas Der-

mosifiliogr. 2015;106:685-687.

new  cases  of  this  disease.  Prognosis  has  improved  consid-
erably  since  the  introduction  of  rituximab,  which  combined
with  chemotherapy  is  associated  with  a  cure  rate  of  up  to
50%1;  R-CHOP  is  the regimen  of  choice.  Secondary  cutaneous
involvement  is  uncommon  in DLBCL,  although  it  has  been
observed  in up  to 20%  of  cases  in  some  series.2

We  present  the  case  of  an 81-year-old  man  in good  health
who  presented  with  an indurated,  erythematous-violaceous
plaque-like  lesion  with  a diameter  of  7  ×  4  cm  on  the  right
leg  (Fig.  1). The  plaque had  appeared  3  weeks  earlier.

A  biopsy  was  performed  to  investigate  the  suspected
diagnosis  of  primary  cutaneous  lymphoma,  with  results
showing  a diffuse,  dense  infiltration  of large,  highly  pleo-
morphic  atypical basophilic  cells  in  the  dermis  (Fig.  2).
Immunohistochemical  stains  were  positive  for  B-cell  mark-
ers (CD20,  CD79a),  negative  for  T-cell  markers  (CD3, CD5),
and  strongly  positive  for  Bcl-2.  Less  intense  staining  was
observed  for Bcl-6  and  MUM-1,  and  the  results  were  negative
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Figure  1  Indurated  erythematous-violaceous  plaque.

Figure  2  Dense  dermal  infiltration  of  pleomorphic,  atypical

lymphocytes.

for  CD10  and CD30 (Fig.  3A and B). Ki-67  staining  showed  high
proliferative  activity  (90%).  Fluorescent  in  situ  hybridiza-
tion  was  negative  for  Bcl-2  rearrangement  with  the  t(14;18)
translocation.

A computed  tomography  staging  study  revealed  multiple
enlarged  infradiaphragmatic  and  supradiaphragmatic  lymph
nodes  and  a  tumor  measuring  6 cm  on  the  left  kidney.  Bone
marrow  biopsy  showed  an infiltration  of  small cells  with
positive  B-cell  markers.  Unlike  the  skin  biopsy,  the  bone
marrow  biopsy  showed  CD5  expression  and  an absence  of
Bcl-6  and  MUM-1  expression,  leading  to  a  diagnosis  of  chronic
lymphocytic  leukemia.  The  definitive  diagnosis  was  thus  sys-
temic  DLBCL  with  secondary  cutaneous  involvement  due  to
a  previous  unknown  transformation  of  chronic  lymphocytic
leukemia  (Richter  syndrome  or  transformation).  The  patient
was  treated  with  R-CHOP,  which  initially  resulted  in  a reduc-
tion  in the size of the  skin  tumor and the lymph  nodes.
However,  he  died  4 months  later  due  to  neutropenic  sepsis.

DLBCL  is  a  heterogeneous  entity  with  multiple  clinical
and  pathologic  variants.  It  is  most  common  in individuals
aged  over 60  years.  It  is  also  the  most  common  type  of
lymphoma  in patients  with  human  immunodeficiency  virus
infection.  Because  of  its  high  proliferative  activity,  it  is
sometimes  diagnosed  earlier  than  other  more  indolent  lym-
phomas.  Immunophenotypically,  all  DLBCLs  express  B-cell
markers,  and  other  markers  are expressed  in  a variable
proportion  of  tumors  (Bcl-6 in 60%-90%,  MUM-1  in 35%-
65%,  and  Bcl-2  in 50%). Although  Bcl-2  is  expressed  in  over
60%  of  tumors,  Bcl-2  rearrangement  is  observed  in  under
20%  of  cases,  suggesting  the existence  of  other  genetic
pathways  for  the  expression  of  this  protein.  There  has
also  been a description  of  a  double-hit  variant  involving
both  Bcl-2  and  Myc  rearrangement  associated  with  worse
prognosis  and  a  greater  tendency  for secondary  cutaneous
involvement.3

The  primary  cutaneous  variant  of  DLBCL,  primary  cuta-
neous  diffuse  large  B-cell  lymphoma  (PCDLBCL),  leg  type,
is  one  of  the 3  most  common  types  of  primary  cutaneous
B-cell  lymphomas,  together  with  primary  cutaneous  folli-
cle  center  lymphoma  and  marginal  zone  B-cell  lymphoma.
PCDLBCL,  leg-type  presents  as  solitary  or  multiple  viola-
ceous  plaques  that typically  occur  on  the legs  of elderly
patients.  It  is  by  far  the primary  cutaneous  B-cell  lym-
phoma  with  the worst  prognosis,  with  a  5-year  survival
of  50%. It  is  therefore  essential  to  initiate  treatment
with  multi-agent  chemotherapy  and  rituximab  as  early  as
possible.4 Because  the immunohistochemical  markers  are
the  same for  PCDLBCL,  leg  type  and its systemic  vari-
ant,  DLBCL,  according  to  the  current  WHO-EORTC  criteria,5

Figure  3 Positive  immunohistochemical  staining  for  CD20  (A)  and  Bcl-2  (B)  (original  magnification  ×20).
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definitive  diagnosis  should be  based on  the  presence  or
absence  of  extracutaneous  disease  at diagnosis.  Testicular
B-cell  lymphoma  can  also  affect  the skin  and  its  pathologic
and  immunophenotypic  characteristics  are indistinguish-
able  from  those  of PCDLBCL,  leg  type;  routine testicular
examination  is  therefore  recommended  in appropriate
cases.6

We  have  reported  a  case  of systemic  DLBCL diagnosed
following  the  detection  of  a cutaneous  lesion  without  other
signs  or  symptoms.  One  particularly  interesting  aspect  of
this  case  was  the presence  of a solitary  lesion  that  clinically
resembled  a  primary  cutaneous  lymphoma.
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Psoriatic Cheilitis: A  Report of 2
Cases Treated Successfully With
Topical Tacrolimus and a
Review of  the Literature

Queilitis psoriásica: Un reporte de 2  casos
tratados con  éxito  con tacrolimus tópico  y
revisión de la  literatura

Dear  Editor,

Psoriasis  is  a chronic  inflammatory  skin disease  that  typically
affects  the  extremities,  trunk,  scalp,  and  nails.  Psoriatic
cheilitis  as  an exclusive  presentation  is  very  rare,1 and  to  our
knowledge,  only 5  cases have  been  reported  to  date.2---6 The
absence  of  cutaneous  lesions  causes  diagnostic  difficulties
that  can  result  in misdiagnosis  and  inadequate  treatment.

We  report  the  cases  of  2 young  adults  who  presented  with
psoriasis  of  the vermilion  of  the  lips as  the  only  disease  man-
ifestation.  Response  to  topical  tacrolimus  0.1% treatment
was good  in  both  cases.

The  first  case  involved  a  28-year-old  white  woman
referred  to our  clinic  with  a 3-month  history  of  scaly
plaques  on the  vermilion  of her lips  and  a clinical  diag-
nosis  of  contact  cheilitis.  Clinical  examination  revealed  an
erythematous  fissured  plaque  over  the  entire upper  and
lower  lip  surface,  covered  by  thick  white-yellowish  scales
(Fig.  1A).  Full  body  examination  did not  reveal  any evidence
of  intraoral  or  cutaneous  involvement.  Apart  from  a 10-year
history  of  Hashimoto  thyroiditis,  the patient’s  medical  his-
tory  was  unremarkable.  However,  she  did mention  that  her
brother  had  psoriasis.  Contact  cheilitis  was  excluded  follow-
ing  negative  patch  tests.  Subsequent  biopsy  and histological
examination  confirmed  the  clinical  suspicion  of  psoriasis.

The  patient  received  initial treatment  with  salicylic  acid
5%  ointment  twice daily  for  5  days,  followed  by  a 1-month
course  of  topical  tacrolimus  0.1%  twice  daily,  resulting  in
adequate  control  of  disease  activity  (Fig.  1B).  The  patient
is  currently  on  maintenance  treatment  with  twice-weekly
application  of  tacrolimus  0.1% ointment.

The  second  case  involved  a 20-year-old  white  man
referred  to our  clinic  for further  assessment  of a 2-year
history  of  recurrent  erosive  cheilitis,  characterized  by  fis-
sures  and  white-yellowish  scales  on  the  vermilion  borders
of  both  lips  (Fig.  2A). Intraoral  and  cutaneous  lesions  were
absent.  The  patient  reported  exacerbations,  particularly
during  winter.  His  medical  history  was  unremarkable;  there
was,  however,  a positive  family  history  of psoriasis  (his
mother).  After  excluding  contact  cheilitis  by  patch testing,
we  performed  a lip  biopsy.  Histopathology  showed  mounds
of  parakeratosis  and  hypogranulosis,  acanthosis,  and dilated
and  vertically  elongated  papillary  vessels  (Fig.  2B), leading
to  a  diagnosis  of psoriatic  cheilitis.  The  patient  was  started
on  salicylic  acid  5% twice  daily  for 3  days,  followed  by  top-
ical  tacrolimus  0.1%  twice  daily  for  the  next  month.  The
treatment  resulted  in  the  gradual  remission  of  lesions,  but
discontinuation  led  to  a  flare-up,  which was  managed  with
the  same  regimen.  To  avoid  recurrences  the  patient  was
advised  to  use  tacrolimus  0.1%  twice  weekly,  with  excellent
results.

Perioral  psoriasis  is  an unusual  presentation  of  psoriasis.
It is  clinically  characterized  by  cracking  and scaling  of  the
lips and  can  have  a profound  emotional,  social,  and  physi-
cal  impact  on patients’  lives.1,4 In  the vast majority  of  the
cases,  coexistence  of  typical  psoriatic  lesions  elsewhere  on
the  body  facilitates  diagnosis.  To  the best  of  our  knowl-
edge,  exclusive  lip  involvement  is  very  uncommon,  with  only
5  cases reported  in the  literature.2---6 In 2 of  these cases,
involvement  of  the  vermilion  of the  lips  preceded  cuta-
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