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These opportunistic fungi gain entry through injuries or
wounds caused by trauma, with most cases involving major
trauma, such as traffic accidents, farming accidents (wound
contamination) and surgery. There have, however, also been
descriptions of infections by Mucorales fungi following minor
trauma, including bites and stings. There have been reports
of S vasiformis infection in a patient pecked by a magpie’
and stung by a scorpion.’® The first case was resolved by
wound debridement and administration of amphotericin B,
although a skin graft was required to repair the wound
defect. In the second case, amputation of the affected leg
was necessary.

Infections due to S vasiforms are probably underdiag-
nosed as these fungi do not easily produce spores in standard
fungal media. A high index of clinical suspicion is therefore
necessary to ensure early treatment and avoid amputations
and fatal outcomes.
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Photoallergic Contact
Dermatitis Due to
Chlorpromazine: A Report of 2
Cases”™

@ CrossMark

Queilitis fotoalérgica de contacto por
clorpromazina: descripcion de 2 casos

Case 1

The patient was a 64-year-old woman referred to the skin
allergy unit of our dermatology department with a 1-year
history of chronic pruritic fissured cheilitis on the lower lip
(Fig. 1). The physical examination also revealed dermatitis
at the outer margin of the right lower eyelid that appeared
in outbreaks, as well as cracked and dyshidrotic dermatitis
on the tip of the right thumb that had been present for as
long as the cheilitis.

* Please cite this article as: Esteve-Martinez A, Ninet Zaragoza
V, de la Cuadra Oyanguren J, Oliver-Martinez V. Queilitis fotoalér-
gica de contacto por clorpromazina: descripcion de 2 casos. Actas
Dermosifiliogr. 2015;106:518-520.

Patch testing was performed with the standard series of
the Spanish Contact Dermatitis and Skin Allergy Research
Group (GEIDAC) and a cosmetics series. The results were
positive for cobalt chloride (+++) with no present relevance.

The patient had been taking Largactil drops (chlorproma-
zine) 5mg/24h to treat irritable bowel syndrome for 1 year.

Photopatch testing was performed with chlorpromazine
0.1% in petrolatum (irradiation, 5J/cm?). The result for the
patch was negative (-), and that of the photopatch was
positive (++). Phototesting was not performed. Given the
suspicion of contact photoallergy to chlorpromazine, the
drug was switched to levopromazine after patch testing with
levopromazine at 1% and 0.1% in petrolatum (patch and pho-
topatch negative).

The patient was free of lesions at a follow-up visit a few
weeks later. The condition has been controlled for more than
4 years, with no new outbreaks.

Case 2

A 52-year-old woman was referred for possible contact der-
matitis on the right lower eyelid that had begun 2 years
previously (Fig. 2). She also reported pruritic chronic cheili-
tis that was sometimes cracked and painful and dated from
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Figure 1 Chronic eczematous involvement of the lip (pre-
senting complaint).

Figure 2 Eczema affecting the upper and lower eyelids.

the same period (Fig. 3). She wore a polymethyl methacry-
late ocular prosthesis as a result of enucleation of the
right eye after a traffic accident. She was taking eyedrops
(Oftalmosa Cusi hydrocortisone ophthalmic ointment, Ter-
ramycin ophthalmic ointment 1%, Oftalmowell eyedrops,
and Hidrathea eyedrops), as well as several drugs to treat
brain injury sequelae resulting from the accident.
Phototesting was performed, as was patch testing with
the standard GEIDAC series, a cosmetic series, an acry-
late series, and the patient’s own products, including all
the ophthalmic ointments and eyedrops. The results were

Chronic cracked cheilitis.

Figure 3

positive for paraphenyldiamine and mercury, with no
present relevance.

Further questioning revealed that one of the drugs she
was taking was Largactil drops 3 mg/d.

Given our experience with patient 1, we performed
photopatch testing with 0.1% chlorpromazine in petrola-
tum +UV-A (irradiation, 5J/cm?). The result of the patch
was negative (-), and that of the photopatch was posi-
tive (++). In the phototest, which was performed while the
patient was taking chlorpromazine (3mg/d), the minimal
erythema dose for UV-B (22.7 mJ/cm?) and the response to
UV-A were considered normal for the patient’s skin type (ll)
and according to local phototesting values.'

We also observed dermatitis on the tip of the index fin-
ger of the right hand, which was the one used to open the
Largactil container, and a punctiform eczematous lesion on
the palm, where she sometimes placed the drug before
taking it. The patient also reported symptoms of photo-
sensitivity at the onset of her condition (when she was
taking chlorpromazine [18 mg/d]), which had not appeared
since the dose was reduced to 3 mg/d. Chlorpromazine was
switched to levopromazine after photopatch testing with
levopromazine at 1% and 0.1% in petrolatum (patch and
photopatch negative).

The patient was free of lesions at the follow-up visit 15
days later and has remained asymptomatic for the last 4
years.

Discussion

Chlorpromazine is a classic antipsychotic drug of the
aliphatic phenothiazine class. It can cause allergic contact
dermatitis, especially phototoxic and photoallergic reac-
tions. In fact, it is the archetypal photosensitizing drug.
Chlorpromazine has been reported to affect patients who
take it and persons who handle it, for example, those caring
for people treated with chlorpromazine or persons exposed
to the drug in the workplace (eg, nurses, pharmacists, and
vets).2™* In the review of photopatch testing performed by
the Spanish Photobiology Group, chlorpromazine 0.1% was
positive only twice, and its relevance was unknown.®

We present 2 cases of photoallergic contact dermati-
tis in women taking chlorpromazine. There are no previous
reports in the literature of photoallergic contact dermatitis
manifesting as chronic fissured cheilitis and caused by chlor-
promazine. Both patients had dermatitis on the tips of the
fingers used to open the container. This manifestation has
been described elsewhere.? In addition, both patients had
occasional or continuous outbreaks of eyelid eczema on the
side of the dominant hand.

Both patients only presented symptoms of contact pho-
tosensitivity to the drug despite systemic exposure.® The
workup should have been completed with phototesting in
patient 1 while she was taking the drug in order to ensure
the absence of photosensitivity.

Lastly, we also showed that there was no cross-
photosensitization between the aliphatic phenothiazines
chlorpromazine and levopromazine; therefore, this drug
could be a good option in patients with symptoms of photo-
sensitivity caused by chlorpromazine.
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Cutaneous Plasmacytosis in a
White Man*

@ CrossMark

Plasmocitosis cutanea en un varon de raza
blanca

A 56-year-old man with no relevant history sought medical
attention for asymptomatic rash with onset 1 year ear-
lier. The physical examination revealed multiple brown-red
papules distributed symmetrically on the trunk, arms, and
buttocks (Fig. 1A and1B). The Darier sign was negative
and neither hepatosplenomegaly nor swollen lymph nodes
could be palpated. In the skin biopsy, a perivascular and
periadnexal dermal infiltrate was observed, consisting of
monomorphic plasma cells, with no atypia or mitoses, with
lymphocytes, and scant mastocytes (Fig. 2). Serum lactase
dehydrogenase, beta-2-microglobulin, and tryptase, as well
as 24-hour N-methyl-imidazole acetic acid in urine were nor-
mal. Serology for syphilis, hepatitis B virus, hepatitis C virus,
human immunodeficiency virus, and Borrelia burgdorferi
were negative. The Mantoux test was positive, although we
later learned that the patient had received antituberculosis
treatment in childhood. Levels of serum proteins and elec-
trophoresis were normal. Determination of immunoglobulin
(Ig) by centrifugation revealed slightly decreased IgM, with
normal levels of IgG, subclasses of 1gG, and IgA. We did not
detect Bence Jones proteinuria or free light chains in urine.
Histochemical study of the second sample showed predomi-
nance of plasma cells (CD138+), which expressed both light
Ig chains, demonstrating the polyclonality of the infiltrate,
and a normal number of mastocytes (ckit+). Congo red stain-
ing ruled out the presence of amyloid deposits. In view of the
above findings, cutaneous plasmacytosis was diagnosed and
a chest-abdominal-pelvic computed tomography study was

* Please cite this article as: Lopez-Gomez A, Salas-Garcia T,
Ramirez-Andreo A, Poblet-Martinez E. Plasmocitosis cutanea en un
varon de raza blanca. Actas Dermosifiliogr. 2015;106:520-522.

requested along with bone marrow biopsy, though no signs
of extracutaneous infiltration were detected. IL-6 serum was
normal, and the polymerase chain reaction assay for human
herpes virus-8 (HHV-8) was negative. The patient has been in
clinical, laboratory, and radiological follow-up for 2.5 years,
during which time he has remained stable without treatment
and without spread of the disease.

Cutaneous and systemic plasmacytosis is a rare lympho-
plasmacytic disorder of unknown cause, reported mainly in
middle-aged Japanese men; 11 cases have been reported
in the white population.'=® Kimura® coined the term cuta-
neous plasmacytosis, with reference to the exclusively
cutaneous infiltration by mature plasma cells. Subsequently,
Watanabe? reported systemic plasmacytosis with infiltration
by mature plasma cells in more than 2 organs (including the
skin and lymph nodes) accompanied by polyclonal hyper-
gammaglobulinemia.

Clinically, the condition is characterized by persis-
tent and asymptomatic or mildly itchy multiple macules,
papules, plaques, and brown-red nodules, distributed sym-
metrically on the trunk, face, and proximal part of the
limbs, without palmoplantar involvement.'® Simultaneously,
or subsequently, extracutaneous manifestations may appear
due to infiltration by plasma cells, with enlarged peripheral
lymph nodes being the most common finding.>%7'% Infil-
tration of bone marrow has also been reported.®=® Other
findings of extracutaneous infiltration reported include hep-
atosplenomegaly, interstitial pneumonia, and nephropathy,
though histopathological confirmation was not available in
most cases.*® Patients with systemic involvement can show
constitutional symptoms.?>7-° Often, polyclonal hypergam-
maglobulinemia can appear, mainly of 1gG and IgA.>"% Our
patient, however, had an IgM deficit that we did not consider
to be clinically relevant. Anemia and increased erythrocyte
sedimentation rate or total serum proteins have also been
reported.*?

Histologically, skin lesions are characterized by a peri-
adnexal and perivascular dermal infiltrate of mature,
polyclonal plasma cells, without atypia, and with a variable
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