
 “ I feel that  the greatest  reward for doing is the 
opportunity to do more”

Jonas Edward Salk

 “ It  is not  enough to know where the t reasure lies; you 
need to work to dig it  out ”

Francisco de Quevedo

Dear readers,

In June of last  year, the new board of directors of the 
Spanish Academy of Dermatology and Venereology (AEDV), 
chaired by Dr José Carlos Moreno, charged us with the 
task of edit ing Act as Dermo-Sif i l iográf icas for the next  4 
years. As the previous editorial team passes the baton to 
us, we also take responsibilit y to cont inue the dedicated, 
hard work of all our predecessors, even as we build on the 
fruits of their labors. From the last  editor, Dr Dauden, and 
his team, we receive a j ournal whose value is recognized 
by MEDLINE indexing and whose content  has been approved 
for cont inuing professional development  after undergoing 
a profound t ransformat ion in order to accommodate the 
educat ional,  informat ional,  and research potent ial of 
Spanish dermatology and serve as test imony of the quality 
of our work to the scient if ic world at  large. The t ranslat ion 
into English of the j ournal’s ent ire content , which is made 
available open access through links from PubMed, ref lects 
the AEDV’s commitment  to spare no effort  to at t ract  as large 
as possible a readership beyond Spain’s borders, account ing 
for the growing impact  of Act as Dermo-Sif i l iográf icas.

The Team

For the road ahead, we are very fortunate to count  on 
an excellent  team: the authors and reviewers of Act as 

Dermo-Sif i l iográf icas and the members of the AEDV who 

have cont ributed to our j ournal and will cont inue to 
help improve it .  Our labors build on the quality of their 
work, a vital prerequisite for achieving our obj ect ives. 
Dr Diego de Argila, who was responsible for managing the 
professional development  accreditat ion process for the 
previous editorial board, now becomes the coordinator of 
our program for cont inuing medical educat ion. Dr Gloria 
Aparicio, Dr Javier Labandeira, and Dr Javier Pedraz will 
cont inue to manage the sect ion Cases for Diagnosis to the 
same enviably high standards. The History and Humanit ies 
sect ion will cont inue to benefit  from the experience and 
prest ige of Drs Luis Conde Salazar and Rosa Díaz. The 
responsibilit y of coordinat ing this magnif icent  team will 
be shared by the editorial board: Drs Isabel Belinchón and 
Lara Ferrándiz as deputy editors under the direct ion of 
Dr Yolanda Gilaberte and Dr José Manuel Carrascosa, the 
editor-in-chief.

Our Starting Point

In conj unct ion with the f irst  issue of the year, we wish to 
share with the readers of this j ournal the situat ion we start  
from and show how the main bibliomet ric indicators have 
changed over t ime. We intend to make this informat ion 
public periodically in the coming years.

Between November 2009 and November 2010, the 
webpage of Act as Dermo-Sif i l iográf icas received 168 316 
visits during which a total of 383 316 pages were viewed. 
This f igure is signif icant  and also represents a 12% increase 
over stat ist ics for the same period in the previous year 
(November 2008-2009). The highest  percentage of art icle 
viewings were from Lat in America (40%), followed by 
viewings from Spain (38%), the rest  of Europe (6%), the 
United States (4%), and the rest  of the world (10%).

In this period 335 manuscripts (up 9.8%) were received 
and 60.9% were accepted for publicat ion (39.1% rej ect ion 
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rate, up 3%).1 The average t ime between manuscript  
submission and the init ial editorial decision was 53.4 days 
(down 13%), and 520 reviewers (up 42%) were invited to 
take part  in the assessment  process; 439 of them completed 
the assignment .1 Of these reviews, 312 were accomplished 
before the end of the proposed review period.

Without  entering into an exhaust ive analysis, it  is worth 
highlight ing the growing circulat ion of  Act as Dermo-

Sif i l iográf icas beyond the confines of the paper edit ion. 
Part icularly noteworthy is the fact  that  more art icles are 
viewed in America than in all of Europe, Spain included. 
This circumstance makes it  incumbent  on us to provide 
a j ournal that  is more rigorous in terms of content  and 
more sensit ive to the needs and concerns of such readers. 
A crit ical interpretat ion can also be made: the potent ial 
for growth in the non-Spanish speaking readership, given 
the AEDV’s efforts to provide t ranslat ions into English and 
make them available open access through PubMed, is much 
greater than we see realized at  present . At  this point , only 
the int rinsic quality of the art icles published will lead to 
the full realizat ion of our potent ial.

Appreciation for Your Work

All our efforts are devoid of meaning if  the readers of Act as 

Dermo-Sif i l iográf icas are not  interested in what  we publish. 
From here we pledge to maintain and enhance the interest  
of the art icles we accept . Yet  all would be lost  without  
the disinterested cont ribut ions of the authors of original 
and commissioned art icles. The growing involvement  of 
Spanish and ever more numerous foreign dermatologists in 
this j ournal provides a source of weight ier, bet ter quality, 
and bet ter designed studies. We would like to extend our 
grat itude to them and our regrets to those who submit ted 
manuscripts that  went  unpublished. Anyone who writes is 
aware of what  the preparat ion process entails in terms of 
t ime and dedicat ion and of the considerable frust rat ion felt  
when rej ect ion is the end result .  The increasing number of 
art icles that  reach the editorial off ice of this j ournal must  
contend with the limited space available. Consequent ly, 
only 6 of every 10 papers received are eventually accepted 
for publicat ion and in most  cases only after they have 
undergone considerable revision at  the reviewers’  behest . 
Furthermore, requirements for publicat ion are likely to 
become more rigorous in the near future. This proj ect  is a 
benchmark for Spanish dermatology and as such leaves us 
no opt ion other than to carry on with a select ion process 
which will result  in a j ournal of enhanced quality and 
greater scope.

We cannot  fail to ment ion the referees, whose self less 
efforts ensure rigorous publicat ions. Quality peer review, 
which is increasingly becoming the norm, requires 
considerable dedicat ion from reviewers. In addit ion to 
the involvement  of our deputy editors on the board, who 
are frequent ly called upon to part icipate, credit  must  also 
go to external reviewers. The table shows a list  of all the 
professionals who, though not  members of the editorial 

1 Percent  change in each variable between 2009 and 2010.
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Silvest re Mart ínez García

Teresa Est rach Panella

Table 1 Peer Reviewers Who are Not Members of the 

Editorial Board but Who Participated in the Critical Appraisal 

of Manuscripts Submitted to Actas Dermo-Siiliográicas in 

2010
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board, have reviewed manuscripts. We would also like to 
highlight  the work of the editorial team at  Elsevier Doyma, 
especially that  of our editorial assistant  Marisa del Barrio, 
and the invaluable collaborat ion of the pharmaceut ical 
indust ry in these part icularly t rying t imes. 

From our posit ion on the editorial board, we extend our 
grat itude to them all.

Proposals for the Future

The f irst  mission of the new editorial board will be 
to consolidate and opt imize the proposals out lined in 
recent  years. We have begun working direct ly through the 
Elsevier Editorial System portal,  a tool that  will go hand 
in hand with our own efforts to allow for a more thorough 
and met iculous management  of the editorial process, 
result ing in more st reamlined procedures and fewer delays. 
Excellence requires both the implicat ion of the Spanish-
language authors in support  of our j ournal and rigorous peer 
review. We shall therefore recruit  more reviewers, seeking 
specialists whose cont ribut ion to the select ion process will 
enrich the j ournal and ensure that  authors receive fair 
appraisals. The cont inuing medical educat ion program, 
which already offers a large number of credits, will be 
planned so as to meet  the full scope and depth of readers’  
needs. At tempts will also be made to take advantage of the 

potent ial of new technologies, part icularly the webpage of 
Act as Dermo-Sif i l iográf icas,  in order to opt imize j ournal 
visibilit y and reach more readers.

As readers of Act as Dermo-Sif i l iográf icas are aware, 
the former editorial board requested that  the j ournal be 
included in the Science Cit at ion Index,  and the evaluat ion 
of our applicat ion is st il l pending. Although we have 
suff icient  reason to feel hopeful,  we must  be prepared 
for a long and not  necessarily t rouble-free road ahead. 
Irrespect ive of the outcome, we must  cont inue to st rive 
to maintain the except ional effort  we have been making, 
so that  it  becomes rout ine, support ing and increasing the 
j ournal’s visibilit y among the highest -ranked publicat ions 
in dermatology.

The future is always uncertain. In the coming years we 
may be forced to face challenges yet  unknown: changes in 
the world of science and informat ion technologies, and a 
foreseeable revolut ion in the publishing world. Yet  we start  
out  full of hope and confidence, our present  forged by our 
past , on the road to our future. 

J.M. Carrascosa,* Y. Gilaberte, I. Belinchón, L. Ferrándiz
Edit orial  Board of  Actas Dermo-Sif il iográf icas
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