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Please cite this article as: Moreno-Suárez FG, Labrot-Moreno Moleón IL, Ruiz-Villaverde R,

[[Translated article]]Trigeminal Trophic Syndrome: A Diagnosis to Be Kept in Mind, Actas

dermosifiliograficas (2024), doi: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ad.2024.11.010

This is a PDF file of an article that has undergone enhancements after acceptance, such as

the addition of a cover page and metadata, and formatting for readability, but it is not yet the

definitive version of record. This version will undergo additional copyediting, typesetting and

review before it is published in its final form, but we are providing this version to give early

visibility of the article. Please note that, during the production process, errors may be

discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal

pertain.

© 2024 Published by Elsevier España, S.L.U. on behalf of AEDV.

https://doi.org/doi:10.1016/j.ad.2024.11.010
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ad.2024.11.010


Page 1 of 4

Jo
ur

na
l P

re
-p

ro
of

Refers to AD_3861 

 

IMÁGENES EN DERMATOLOGÍA 

 

Síndrome trófico del trigémino: un diagnóstico a 

tener en cuenta 
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A 58-year-old woman was referred with a 20-month history of multiple ulcers on the right side 

of her face and scalp associated with dysesthesias, along with itching that led to compulsive 

scratching. Two years earlier, she had experienced an ischemic stroke in the territory of the right 

posterior inferior cerebellar artery. The examination revealed an extensive crescent-shaped 
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ulcer, with involvement of the right cheek, inner corner of the right eye, and right medial frontal 

area associated with partial destruction of the right nasal wing and superficial erosions on the 

right upper and lower lips (Fig. 1a). Notable was a marked inflammation of the right upper eyelid, 

preventing eye opening, and a 7 cm x 5 cm ulcer in the right frontoparietal region of the scalp 

with secondary alopecia (Fig. 1b). Neurological examination revealed the presence of anesthesia 

in the right trigeminal nerve region. Ophthalmological examination revealed ptosis, 

enophthalmos, and miosis. The skin biopsy was nonspecific, and magnetic resonance imaging 

showed reactive changes in the soft tissues of the right upper eyelid. A diagnosis of trigeminal 

trophic syndrome (TTS) was achieved, with Claude-Bernard-Horner syndrome due to ischemic 

stroke. The patient was treated with occlusive dressings and oral carbamazepine, with 

significant lesion improvement. 

 

TTS is a rare but important cause of unilateral facial and scalp ulceration due to central or 

peripheral damage to the trigeminal nerve caused by iatrogenic factors, strokes, tumors, or 

infections, leading to paresthesias and repeated scratching and self-mutilation of the affected 

areas. Early diagnosis is important to establish appropriate treatment regimens to prevent any 

further complications and improve prognosis. 
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Figure 1. 
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