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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Comment on ‘‘Zika virus
disease: Should we be
worried?’’

@ CrossMark

Comentario a ‘‘Enfermedad por el virus de
Zika ;debe preocuparnos?’’

Dear Editor:

The recent editorial in your journal entitled ‘‘Zika virus
disease: should we be worried?’’ was very interesting.” In
fact, Zika virus disease is not a new disease. It has been
known for a long time but there has never been a worldwide
outbreak. The clinical presentation of the disease makes
the differential diagnosis difficult and the combination of
fever and skin lesions, together with the results of basic
laboratory tests, is usually misdiagnosed as dengue fever.?
Due to the rapidly increasing number of cases of Zika virus
infection, our greatest concern today is the possible neuro-
logical complications and effects of the disease on babies
born to infected mothers. Hence, the answer to the ques-
tion ‘‘Should we be worried?’’ must be ‘‘Yes, we should’’.
However, it is essential to clarify what we should be wor-
ried about. In general, the disease is not usually serious and
the infection is often asymptomatic.? In tropical Asia, where
Zika virus infection has been present for a long time, no
infant abnormalities have been reported. This may indicate
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that further studies on the exact pathogenesis of the disease
in different settings are required. Nevertheless, since the
disease can be asymptomatic, the great concern should be
rapid and accurate diagnosis of the infection. In the absence
of effective diagnostic tools, missed diagnosis is possible,
and these silent cases may lead to transmission to others.
The present situation appears to be just the tip of the ice-
berg and underdiagnosis is a likely outcome. Thus, if the
infection is associated with long-term complications, it will
be a huge problem for everyone.

References

1. Alonso JP. Zika virus disease: should we be worried? Actas Der-
mosifiliogr. 2016;107:625-6.

2. Joob B, Wiwanitkit V. Zika virus infection and dengue: a new
problem in diagnosis in a dengue-endemic area. Ann Trop Med
Public Health. 2015;8:145-6.

3. Wiwanitkit S, Wiwanitkit V. Afebrile, asymptomatic and non-

thrombocytopenic Zika virus infection: don’t miss it! Asian Pac J
Trop Med. 2016;9:513.

V. Wiwanitkit

Dr DY Patil University, India; Visiting Professor, Hainan
Medical University, China

E-mail address: wviroj@yahoo.com

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ad.2016.10.011

0001-7310/

© 2016 AEDV. Published by Elsevier Espana, S.L.U. All rights
reserved.



dx.doi.org/
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.ad.2016.10.011&domain=pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ad.2016.10.010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0001-7310(16)30365-9/sbref0030
mailto:wviroj@yahoo.com
dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ad.2016.10.011

	Comment on “Zika virus disease: Should we be worried?”
	References
	Response to Professor Wiwanitkits Comment on "Zika Virus Disease: Should We Be Worried?"
	References
	Comentario a Metastasis cutaneas a distancia de cancer de prstata: 2 casos»
	Bibliografía

