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Table 2 Clinical and Epidemiological Characteristics.

Autochthonous Population

Immigrant Population

Age at time of visit (most
frequent 10-year age range)

Number of lesions

Duration of lesions

Single: 29 patients

year)
Risky sexual practices

Associated STD HIV* status in 1 patient

Gonococcal urethritis, 1 patient

Latent syphilis, 1 patient
Active hepatitis B, 1 patient

19-65 years (20-30 and 30-40 years old)

1 month to 7 years (6 patients more than 1

28 patients (partner with condyloma, 7 cases)

19-53 years (20-30 and 30-40 years old)

Single: 3 patients

1 month to 2 years

(5 patients more than 1 year)

5 patients (partner with condyloma, 1 case)
Gonococcal urethritis, 1 patient

Residual syphilis, 2 patients

Previous hepatitis B, 2 patients

Abbreviations: HIV, human immunodeficiency virus; STD, sexually transmitted disease.
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Unresectable Angiosarcoma
Treated With Bevacizumab and
Paclitaxel™

@ CrossMark

Angiosarcoma irresecable tratado con
bevacizumab y paclitaxel

To the Editor:

Angiosarcoma is an aggressive tumor of endothelial origin
that is associated with a poor prognosis. The effectiveness of
new treatments such as bevacizumab is based on their abil-
ity to inhibit angiogenesis; specifically, bevacizumab acts on
vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF), which has been
implicated in the pathogenesis of angiosarcoma. "

* Please cite this article as: Nespereira-Jato MV, Pefia-Panabad

C, Quindds-Varela M, Garcia-Silva J. Angiosarcoma irreseca-
ble tratado con bevacizumab y paclitaxel. Actas Dermosifiliogr.
2014;105:520-522.

Figure 1 Erythematous violaceous tumor with a 4-cm
diameter and peripheral macular lesions.
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Figure 2 Photograph of lesion after completion of treatment
with bevacizumab and paclitaxel.

We present the case of a 68-year-old woman who
consulted for an erythematous violaceous tumor with a
diameter of 1cm on the scalp. Skin biopsy was consistent
with a poorly differentiated angiosarcoma. The lesion grew
rapidly and within a month it had progressed to a multi-
lobulated, ulcerated tumor affecting the left side of the
scalp and the right occipital region; also present in this
region were red wine-colored macules measuring 1 to 2cm
in diameter (Fig. 1).

A computed tomography (CT) scan ruled out distant
disease and the patient was diagnosed with poorly differ-
entiated angiosarcoma (T2b, NO, M0), classified as stage llI
according to the 2010 American Joint Committee on Cancer
staging system.

Immediate surgical treatment was ruled out due to
the size of the lesion, which affected over half of the
scalp. The patient was treated with neoadjuvant paclitaxel
(80 mg/m?/wk) and bevacizumab (10 mg/kg every 2 weeks)
and the lesion responded rapidly (Fig. 2). The treatment
was completed after 14 cycles (each consisting of 1 beva-
cizumab infusion and 2 paclitaxel infusions) and was well

tolerated. The remaining lesion was surgically removed, and
no evidence of angiosarcoma was seen on histology. Despite
the negative biopsy results for the area of the tumor, the
patient was administered adjuvant radiation therapy (daily
fractions of 2 Gy, up to a total dose of 50 Gy) combined with
bevacizumab (5 mg/kg every 2 weeks) due to the persistence
of ared wine-colored macule in the left preauricular region.
Complete response continued following completion of the 2
treatments.

Two months later, however, the patient’s general health
deteriorated and clinical recurrence of the angiosarcoma
was noted in the left preauricular region. The CT scan
showed bone metastasis. Combined treatment with pacli-
taxel and bevacizumab was reinitiated, but the disease
progressed and the patient died 14 months after diagnosis.

Angiosarcoma is a rare but very aggressive tumor with
high metastatic potential. There are 3 forms, but angiosar-
coma of the head and neck-the classic form-is the most
common.? The treatment of choice is surgical excision with
wide margins followed by adjuvant high-dose wide-field
radiotherapy (>50Gy)."*> Chemotherapy, however, is the
only option for patients with advanced or unresectable
angiosarcoma, but the effectiveness of different regimens
has not been demonstrated in clinical trials.”? Additionally,
chemotherapy is often limited because of its toxicity.! The
most widely used regimens are anthracyclines and taxanes,
but response is limited. Prospective studies of paclitaxel
in the treatment of cutaneous angiosarcoma have shown a
mean survival time of 8 months and a mean disease-free
period of 4 months.?

The need for new drugs with improved effectiveness and
tolerance is thus clear. Interest is currently focused on angio-
genesis inhibitors.

Angiosarcoma originates from vascular endothelial cells,
and several factors have been implicated in its pathogene-
sis. One of the most important of these is VEGF-A,"? which
is a growth factor involved in the development of new blood
vessels through the stimulation of receptors with tyrosine-
kinase activity on the surface of endothelial cells. VEGF-A
overexpression by neoplastic cells, which has been demon-
strated in angiosarcoma and other tumors (of the lung,

Table 1 Cases of Angiosarcoma (AS) Treated With Bevacizumab in the Literature.
Authors Year No.of Age,y Diagnosis Tumor Site Bevacizumab Other DFS, mo  0OS, mo
Cases Doses Treatments
Koontz 2008 2 50 -AS TINOMO Face 5mg/kg every 2 RT +surgery >26>8.5 ND
etal.® Epithelioid AS Face wk; 4 doses ND
63 T2NO 10mg/kg every 2 RT +surgery
wk; 3 doses
Rosen 2010 1 82 AS (ND on TNM) Face 5mg/kg every 2 None 7 ND
etal.’ wk, 14 doses
Fuller 2010 1 77 AS T2bNOMO Face and ND Paclitaxel >11 ND
etal.’ neck
De Yao 2011 1 88 AS T2bNOMO Scalp 5mg/kg every 2 RT 7 23
et al.”” wk, 4 doses
Present 2013 1 68 AS T2bNOMO Scalp 5mg/kg every 2 RT +surgery 11 14
case wk; 14 doses

Abbreviations: AS, angiosarcoma; ND, no data; DFS, disease-free survival; OS, overall survival.
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breast, and colon/rectum) promotes angiogenesis and con-
sequently leads to increased blood supply and faster tumor
growth.>® Bevacizumab is a monoclonal antibody that tar-
gets VEGF-A, preventing it from binding to its receptor, and
thereby inhibiting angiogenesis. Nonetheless, the potential
for recurrence and the short disease-free periods observed
suggest that there are other factors at play and that VEGF
inhibition alone is not sufficient to stop the tumor from
growing.”

Five cases of cutaneous angiosarcoma treated with beva-
cizumab, alone or in combination, have been reported to
date. A favorable response was reported in all cases, with
good tolerance and longer survival than that seen with other
treatments (Table 1).

The results of the first phase Il clinical trial on the use of
bevacizumab alone to treat metastatic or locally advanced
angiosarcoma were recently published by Agulnik et al.?
The results are promising, as half of the patients showed
stable disease with a mean time to disease progression of
26 weeks.

Considering the scarcity of effective treatments and the
results reported to date for bevacizumab in isolated cases
and clinical trials, we believe that this drug could be consid-
ered in cases similar to the one we have presented. There
are also clear indications that bevacizumab used in combina-
tion with other drugs could improve the prognosis in patients
with angiosarcoma.
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Autochthonous Cutaneous
Myiasis Due to Chrysomya
bezziana*

@ CrossMark

Miasis cutanea no importada por Chrysomya
bezziana

Myiasis is a parasitic infestation of the tissues or organs of
vertebrates (including humans) produced by the larvae of
different species of fly (Diptera).'"® It is classified accord-

* Please cite this article as: Aguado Lobo M, Hernandez-Nufiez A,
Isabel Garcia-Arata M, Borbujo J. Miasis cutanea no importada por
Chrysomya bezziana. Actas Dermosifiliogr. 2014;105:522-524.

ing to the association between the parasite and the host
and is described as obligatory, facultative, or accidental.
It can also be classified according to the anatomic site of
infestation as cutaneous, intestinal, or cavitary myiasis.'™3
Clinically, cutaneous myiasis is divided into furuncular,
migratory, and wound forms.'~* Incidence is higher in tropi-
cal countries with a humid climate and a low socioeconomic
level.'3

We present a case of autochthonous cutaneous myiasis
caused by Chrysomya bezziana, a species that is exceptional
in Europe.

The patient was a 56-year-old man with a personal his-
tory of obesity, occasional alcohol consumption, arterial
hypertension, sleep apnea-hypopnea syndrome, and extrin-
sic asthma. He was a heterozygous carrier of the PT20210A
mutation, although he had no history of thrombosis. He had a
vascular ulcer on the left leg that first appeared 10 months
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