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CENTENARY EDITORIAL

Actas Dermo-Sifiliograficas 1951-1960:

Thoughts From a Decade Past

Dr. Carlos Daudén Sala (CDS) was Secretary of
Actas Dermo-Sifiliogrdficas from 1951 to 1960. These 8
years covered an extremely active period for the journal,
reflecting events in Spanish dermatology at the time. His
son, Esteban Daudén Tello (EDT), now a Secretary of
Actas himself, interviews CDS on his experiences during
those years.

EDT: How did you come to accept the position of
Secretary of Actas?

CDS: In 1951 I was appointed by public competition
as Assistant Physician in the Dermatology Department of
Professor Gay Prieto, in the Faculty of Medicine, Madrid
(Hospital Clinico de San Carlos). Professor Manuel Alvarez
Cascos, Secretary General of the Academy, also worked with
Professor Gay. He was very fond of me and recommended that
the President at the time, Professor Jos¢ Gomez Orbaneja,
invite me to join the Board of Directors as Secretary of Actas.
Professor Alvarez Cascos was a man of great simplicity and
charm; I could not refuse him. On the contrary, I was very
grateful for his support. I had finished my training 2 years
previously; I was in the prime of life, ready and willing to
discover all the world of dermatology had to offer. I thought
this would be a good way to contribute to development of the
discipline.

EDT: What did you think of the journal in 1951?

CDS: The Secretaries of Actas before me, between 1947
and 1951, were Gerardo Jaqueti del Pozo, Julio Rodriguez
Puchol, Emiliano Lobato, and Antonio Garcia Pérez. They
had built the extraordinary foundations that made our later
work easier. The first issues reflected in PubMed date from
1947-1948. These predecessors established a high level of
content and regular publication schedules.

EDT: You were Secretary of Aczas between 1951 and
1960, 2 consecutive periods, under different Boards of
Directors. What do you remember from the first term?

CDS: The first period ran from the end of 1951 to 1955.
At that time, as I said before, Professor Gomez Orbaneja was
President of the Academy and also an occasional Editor of
Actas, although in practice he rarely intervened, letting us
get on with it. Secretary General of the Academy was Manuel
Alvarex, Cascos, the de  facto Editor in Chief, although he was
never actually appointed as such. His advice and suggestions
were very useful. The Secretaries of Actas included Marcelo
Laporte Mendia, Ramon Mordn Ldpez, Pedro Alvarez

Quiriones, and myself- The Board of Directors also included
2 Vice Presidents (Félix Contreras Duerias and Luis Alvarez
Lowell), a Treasurer, my father Francisco Daudén Valls, and a
Librarian (Julio Rodriguez Puchol) (Figure 1).

EDT: What was the journal like at that time?

CDS: Each issue of Actas has had 3 basic sections (Figure 2).
The first section was the Educational Section, which included
clinical studies, review articles, and reflections or comments
related to dermatology. Figures and tables could be included.
They were signed by one or more author who occasionally added
bibliography at the end, while some carried comments by various
other authors related to the text. We also had contributions from
prestigious foreign authors, frequently on invitation from the
President or Secretary General who had many contacts outside
the country. Sometimes articles were published in languages other
than Spanish. The second section covered the Grand Rounds,
which presented records of the Academy’ scientific sessions. This
is the section that demanded most of our commitment. The third
section was known as Scientific Information and Current
Developments and was also written by the secretaries of ‘Actas.
1t included wvarious chapters, such as Bibliographic Reviews,
Book Reviews, News and Comments, Obituaries, Treasurer
Reports and other matters. The last issue of the year included
an alpbabetic index of authors and a subject index. Creating this
took a great deal of work; but helped maintain Actas presence
on PubMed.
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KUEVA JUNTA DIRECTIVA DE LA ACADEMIA ESPAROLA
DE DERMATOLOGIA Y SIFILIDGEAFIA

En las clecciones reglamentarios, celebradas el din 10 de oclubre
de 1851, ba sido elegida la siguients Junta Directiva:
Presidente: Profesor D. José Games Orbaneja.
Vieepresidente 1.": Dr. D, Félix Contreras Duefias,
Vicepresidente 2.°: Dr. D. Luis Alvarer Lowell,
Secretario general: Dr. D. Manuel Alvares Cascos.
Tesorero : Dr. D. Franciseo Daudén Valls.
Bibliotecario: Dr. D. Julio Rodriguer Puchol.
Secretario de Actas 1.°: Dr. D. Marcelo Laporte Mendia.
» s 2% Dr. D. Ramén Moriin Lipes.
» s  3.": Dr. D Carlos Daudén Sala.
4°: Dr. D, Pedro Alvarer Quiflones,

Figure 1. Board of Directors of the Spanish Academy
of Dermatology and Syphilography (1951-1955).
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Figure 2. Contents page of issue 3 volume 43 (December 1951)
of Actas Dermo-Sifiliogréficas.
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Figure 3. Fragment of handwritten notes from a Grand Round of
the Central Section (Carlos Daudén Sala).
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Figure 4. Typewritten record from the scientific session held
on 28 October 1953. Author: Carlos Daudén Sala. Handwritten
corrections.

EDT: It still seems strange to me that there were 4
Secretaries of Aczas. What tasks did they undertake and
what role did each one play?

CDS: Although we worked on the journal in general, our
main role was related to the Grand Rounds of the Central
Division. The relationships between us were very good and
we shared the Sessions of the Academy in an equitable manner,
one each. Firstly, the Secretary General called the meeting,
which was held in Calle Sandoval No. 7 (the Martinez Anido
Dispensary). On the day of the sessions, the various speakers
would present their cases and the corresponding Secretary of
Actas would take handwritten notes of each presentation
and any business that took place at the end (Figure 3). Each
Secretary would then pass the content onto a third person
who would type this up and send it to the authors for their
approval. The authors then made handwritten corrections on
the text (Figure 4) and we would later create a definitive
version to be sent to the press for printing. Sometimes a degree
of conflict arose when some author, seeing the written content,
would want fto correct errors or slip-ups they had made in
their contribution. This sometimes created extremely tense
situations. On the other hand, I also remember the many
belpful comments made by Dr. Rodriguez Puchol in the sessions
(always appropriate and highly respected by his colleagues),
especially in relation to histopathological aspects.

EDT: And the Secretaries of Actas in the various
Territorial Sections?

CDS: At that time dermatology was quite centralized
and most of the journal content related to the Sessions of the
Central Section. However, each territorial section (Andalusia,
Catalonia, Valencia, and Basque Country-Navarre-Aragon)
had its own Secretaries of Actas. They also kept records during
meetings, which were sent to us for publication. They had no
other function within Actas Dermo-Sifiliograficas.
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ACTAS DE LAS SESIONES DE LA ACADEMIA

SECCION CENTRAL

 ACTA de ln sesién celebrada el dia 20 de junio de 1951
B Preside ol Praf Gay Pricts,

ﬂ.ﬁﬂ PARA DIAGHOSTICO. por el doctor Duodén Sals.

. Presenta una enferma con unas lesiones localizadas en dedd anular
‘de In mono derecha, de acho nfes de existencin, cuvo aspecto es el si-
‘guiente: Tienen la forma perladn de las lesiones de dishidrosis, bri-
ntes, duras al tacto, cove estudio histoliyico, afn sin conclair, des-
In nnturalezs de granuloma anular, por lo que de momento crec
: trata de minmas o fbromas cntfneos.

Figure 5. Case for diagnosis by Dr. Carlos Daudén Sala (Actas
Dermosifiliogr. 1951;43:77).
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Figure 6. Board of directors of the Spanish Academy
of Dermatology and Syphilography (1955-1960).

EDT: In October 1951 you published the first Case for
Diagnosis in Actas. What can you tell me about this?

CDS: That's right, in October 1951 minutes of the session
held on 20 June 1951 were published. On that occasion the
case of a patient with localized lesions on the ring finger of the
right-hand had been presented for diagnosis by participants.
There was a suspicion of myoma or fibroma of the skin (Figure
5). I am glad to see that this form of presentation, the Cases
for Diagnosis, is still being used today.

EDT: Between 1955 and 1960 you were also Secretary
of Actas with another Board of Directors. Were there many
differences to the previous Board?

CDS: Not that many. The new Board of Directors was an
almost complete change from the previous Board. This time
round the President was Enrigue Alvarex, Sdinz de Aja,
returning to the presidency after 3 previous mandates, and the
Secretary General and Editor in Chief of Actas (appointed as
such) was Luis de la Cuesta Almonacid. Neither of them was
very hands-on and did not intervene much in Actas business.
The Secretaries of Actas included Antonio Ledo Pozueta,
Joaquin Soto Melo, Nicolds Ballesteros Blizquez and, once
again, myself for a second term (Figure 6). We behaved in
a way very similar to the previous period; we shared out
attendance and record keeping tasks for the Central Section.
During both this and the previous period, the camaraderie was
always excellent. We had good relationships and we supported
each other when this was necessary (standing in for each other
in unforeseen circumstances etc).

EDT: You haven't said anything about the Interviews
section you created.

CDS: It seemed a pretty original idea to me. It was a
section I thought would be interesting in raising the profile
of some important figures in dermatology at the time. Three
interviews were included between 1955 and 1957 with
Professors Juvenal Esteves (1955; Dermatology Department
at the University of Lisbon), Enrique Alvarex, Sdinz de Aja
(1956; as homage shortly after his retirement as Director of the
Hospital de San Juan de Dios in Madrid), and Oscar Gans
(1957; Director of the Dermatology Clinic in Frankfurt)
(Figures 7A, 7B, and 7C). Given my fondness for painting
and drawing I accompanied each one with a caricature.
They were very happy with this; they liked the idea and the

drawings.

EDT: Both in the second period and the previous
period, your father Francisco Daudén Valls was on the
Board of Directors as Treasurer. Did he play any role in
the Actas journal? What sort of a professional relationship
did you have?

CDS: My father worked with the Academy for many years
as Administrator and Treasurer. In fact, in 1986 he was named
Honorary Administrator Treasurer of the Academy. As well as
keeping all the Academy accounts, he played a very important
role in Actas. He was responsible for relationships with the
publishers and payments, delivery of the journal to other
libraries, exchange with other journals, he managed publicity
and other issues, and above all he worked on the balance sheets,
income (subscriptions), and outgoings. He produced an annual
report that was presented to the Board of Directors and the
Academy at the Annual Congress. Meanwhile, apart from
the father-son relationship that naturally bound us fogether,
we operated very independently, keeping out of each other’s
business. He always respected my initiatives. Perhaps it would
be interesting to describe working conditions in those days: as
the Academy did not have its own premises, Paquita, aunt of
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Figure 7. Cover pages for interviews by Dr. Carlos Daudén Sala.
A. Professor Juvenal Esteves (Actas Dermosifiliogr. 1955;47:263-
7). B. Professor Enrique Alvarez Sainz de Aja (Actas
Dermosifiliogr. 1956;47:358-64). C. Professor Oscar Gans (Actas
Dermosifiliogr. 1957;48:208-12).

Milagros, the current Secretary of the Academy, frequently
came to my father’s house in the Calle Alcald to deal with
correspondence, type letters, and keep the books... and a room
was provided for her to work in. Is still seems strange to me
that the room used for this had been my bedroom when I was
a child.

EDT: Was the work supervised? Who held the reins of
the journal?

CDS: The truth is that neither the successive Presidents
nor the Secretaries General intervened much in the journal.
It was the Secretaries of Actas who really dealt with the
Journal. There were no real reviewers of articles. Practically
everything that came in was accepted. In the era of Luis de
la Cuesta Almonacid, board members would periodically meet
at the President’s house to discuss various issues, although
there was really very little disagreement. The authority of the
Presidents was such that what they said was effectively done,
with no room for complaint.
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EDT: 8 years heading the journal, wasn't that a long
time? Didn't it imply a great deal of personal effort and
sacrifice?

CDS: The truth is that we worked quite hard, but the
situation never got too much for us. The support we were given
by the other Secretaries of Actas was very important. We really
were a team. It also true that many important events were
happening in my life at the time. In 1951, when I started
on Actas, I was 27 years-old and had finished my medical
training only 2 years before. I got married in 1953. My first
4 children were born in 1955, 1956, 1958, and you, Esteban,
in 1959. In 1952 I was appointed by public competition, to
the Madrid Municipal Welfare Medical Service [Cuerpo
Médico de la Beneficiencia Municipal de Madrid] and
in 1953 and 1959 I was appointed Medical Director at the
Provincial Welfare Service [Benef iciencia Provincial] of zbe
Hospital San Juan de Dios in Madrid. Also, between 1953
and 1954 I spent time in London (with Professor Wilkinson
at the Royal Free Hospital and with Professor Sequiro at St
Peters Hospital), Paris (Professor Durel at the Hospital Saint
Lazare and Professor Degos at the Hospital Saint Louis),
Utrecht, Rotterdam, and Amsterdam. In 1955 I joined the
National Anti-Venereal Disease Unit, again through public

competition. As you can see, these years were far from boring,
but I managed to balance my professional activities with
family life, and the support my wife provided was a decisive
Sactor in all this. I am very happy to know that you, my son,
have continued to work in Actas and have been able to benefit
from the legacy that I many others have modestly been able to
leave you.

EDT: Thank you very much. I have greatly enjoyed
hearing your experiences and anecdotes. It felt as though
the past had returned to us. I'm also very happy to have
emulated, even if just for once, the interview format,
which was a very good idea of yours. I truly hope the work
of the current team is proving worthy of the legacy left us
by our predecessors.

C. Daudén-Sala® and E. Daudén-Tello®

“Former Head of Dermatology Services for the Hospital
del Nirio Jesiis, Beneficiencia Municipal

y Dispensario Martinez Anido, Madrid, Spain.
¢Servicio de Dermatologia del Hospital Universitario
de la Princesa, Madrid, Spain.
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